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1 . S This communication is responsive to 01/12/2006 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Larry B. Donovan (Reg.# 47,230) on February 22, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims 

Claim 1 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for a DHCP client to send a DHCP 
request to a DHCP server via a BOOTP Relay Agent, the DHCP client 
contained in a Mobile Host having a MAC address and having MAC layer 
connectivity with a foreign agent having a MAC address and a care of IP 
address, the BOOTP Relay Agent being coupled to a home agent having 
an address, the step comprising: 

A) sending a mobile IP Registration Request message and a 
Mobile IP Registration Reply message to establish a Mobile IP forward 
tunnel and a Mobile IP reverse tunnel, the Mobile IP Registration Request 
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having a Mobile Host Identifier that is set to the MAC address of the 
Mobile Host, and the Mobile IP Registration Reply message having a 
Mobile Host Identifier that is set to the address of the Mobile Host, wherein 
the MAC address of the Mobile Host is used to identify mobility bindings 
for the Mobile Host; 

B) generating a DHCP request, the DHCP request having a 
protocol fields and a source IP address and a oiaddr field , the protocol field 
containing the MAC address of the Mobile Host^. af^ the source IP 
address is zero , and the giaddr field is zero : 

C) sending the DHCP request to the foreign agent; 

D) adding an encapsulation header by the foreign agent; 

E) sending the request to the home agent; 

F) removing the encapsulation header; aed 

G) forwarding the request to a home subnet[[.]]i 

H) generating a DHCP replv. the DHCP repiv having a protocol 
field, the protocol field containing the MAC address of the Mobile Host: 

I) sending the DHCP reply across the home subnet to the 
home agent: 

J) adding an encapsulation header to the replv bv the home 

agent: 

K) forwarding the replv to the foreign agent: 

L) removing the encapsulation header bv the foreign agent: and 
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M) forwarding the reply to the mobile host: 
wherein the DHCP client obtains an IP address from a DHCP 
server on the home subnet via the Mobile IP forward tunnel. 

Claim 2 

Please cancel claim 2. 

Claim 9 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for a DHCP client for obtaining an 
IP address from a DHCP server, the DHCP client being connected to a 
foreign subnet having a foreign agent, the foreign agent having a care of 
address, a home subnet having a home agent, the home agent having an 
address, comprising the following steps in the sequence set forth: 

A) sending a mobile registration request having a MAC address 
as a mobile host identifier; 

B) generating a DHCP request by the client, the DHCP request 
having a protocol field and^ a source IP address field and a aiaddr field , 
wherein the protocol field being set to the MAC address of the mobile 
host, afid the source IP address field is set to 0 . and the aiaddr field is set 
toO : 

C) adding a first inner IP encapsulation header and a first outer 
IP encapsulation header to the DHCP request; 
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D) sending the DHCP request to the home subnet; 

E) removing the first inner IP encapsulation header and first 
outer IP encapsulation header from the DHCP request; 

G) generating a reply to the DHCP request; 

H) adding a second inner IP encapsulation and a second outer 
IP encapsulation header to the reply; 

I) sending the reply to the foreign subnet; 

J) removing the second outer encapsulation header and the 

second inner encapsulation header; and 

K) forwarding the reply to the DHCP client[[.]L 

wherein the DHCP server is on the home subnet and the DHCP 

client obtains an IP address from the reply sent by the DHCP server. 

Claim 10 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9 wherein the DHCP 
request includes a giaddr field, the first inner IP encapsulation header having a 
source address and a destination address, stop A) the adding a first inner IP 
encapsulation header further comprising: 

4^ sott i ng th e g i addr fio l d to 0; 

2) setting the first inner IP encapsulation header destination IP 

address to indicated that the DHCP client does not have an IP address. 
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Claim 17 

Please cancel claim 1 7. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 , 3-4, and 9-16 are allowed. 

5. This communication warrants no examiner's reason for allowance, as applicant's 
reply makes evident the reason for allowance, satisfying the record as whole as 
required by rule 37 CFR 1.104 (e). In this case, the substance of applicant's remarks 
filed on January 12, 2006 with respect to the amended claim limitations point out the 
reason claims are patentable over the prior art of record. Thus, the reason for allowance 
is in all probability evident from the record and no statement for examiner's reason for 
allowance is necessary (see MPEP 13202.14). 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Iran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nghi V Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 51 

NT 



